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IQ.  (U)  Econ  Section  Chief  discussed  reftel  points  March  14  with 
Gerie  Jonk,  Senior  Policy  Officer,  Dutch  Ministry  of  Housing, 

Spatial  Planning,  and  the  Environment.  (Dutch  officials  responsible 
for  preparing  GONL  positions  ahead  of  the  March  13-14  European 
Council  meeting  were  not  available  prior  to  this  date. ) 

1.2 . (SBU)  Jonk  indicated  there  was  strong  support  among  EU  member 
states  for  the  Intergovernmental  Panel  on  Climate  Change  (IPCC) 
language  suggesting  Annex  1 countries  collectively  reduce  their 
emissions  by  25-40  percent  by  2020,  compared  to  1990  levels.  She 
agreed  that  such  a target  was  ambitious  but  argued  that  it  was  not 
unrealistic.  However,  she  said  the  Council  was  not  expected  at  this 
juncture  to  call  for  developed  countries  to  make  specific  emissions 
reduction  commitments.  Rather,  the  meeting  would  focus  on  reactions 
to  the  European  Commission's  January  23  emissions  reduction 
legislative  package,  including  revisions  to  the  EU  Emissions  Trading 
Scheme  (ETS)  post-2012  and  the  implementation  of  new  EU  targets  on 
renewable  energies  through  burden  sharing  among  EU  member  states . 

The  Dutch  delegation,  led  by  Prime  Minister  Jan  Peter  Balkenende, 
would  also  push  for  the  development  and  inclusion  of  sustainability 
criteria  when  meeting  10  percent  biofuel  use  targets. 

13.  (SBU)  Jonk  stressed  that  the  EU,  and  particularly  the 
Netherlands,  viewed  itself  as  a leader  on  climate  change  polices  and 
was  pleased  to  see  increased  U.S.  engagement  on  the  issue.  She 
acknowledged  that  large  developed  countries,  such  as  the  United 
States,  were  starting  from  a different  baseline  than  the  EU.  The 
GONL  sought  "comparable  efforts"  from  these  countries,  she 
explained,  and  was  hopeful  that  the  U.S.  would  eventually  commit  to 
equally  ambitious  emission  reduction  targets.  Meanwhile,  there  was 
a growing  awareness  within  the  GONL  of  USG  efforts  on  climate  change 
and  support  for  USG  initiatives,  including  the  Major  Economies 
Meeting  process,  she  added. 
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